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And the Honorable Lady 
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| H E enſuing Diſcourſe is moſt pro- 
perly yours, being had upon that oc- 
caſzon, wherein your ſekves and 
Relations are. concerned ſo nearly; and 
therefore this Publick tender thereof is 
firſtly made unto you : and that not in point 
of concerument only, as your intereſt, but of 
his duty too; by whom the tender's made : 
Who does ingeniouſly acknowledg as your 
Candor and kindneſs, and therein the many 
engagements laid upon him, ſo hs readi- 
neſs to expreſs a due ſenſe thereof, in all 
things, on your account, wherein he's ca- 


& 3 pable 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

pable of doing Service, or may teſtifie the 
- ſenſe of an obligation: And who in the 
mean while is an humble ſuppliant at the 
T hrone of Grace, for the continued influ- 
ence of all grace upon you and yours, in 
order to a proſperous well-being in thi life, 
and everlaftiing happineſs in the life to 
come, | 
| So prales, 
Your Honours 

humble devoted 


inall love and Service, 


SETH BUSHELL. 


THE. 


ER. S- LL EOTES 


THE 
BELIEVERS 


Groan for Heaven. 


= 


—— _ nag 


2 Cor. 5. 2. 
For in this we groan.carneſtly, deſiring to be clothed up- 
on with our houſe which is from Heaven. 


f£220%% H E, door into the Text, and the diſ- 

courle thereon ſhall open at no fur- 

< ther diſtance then the foregoing Perſe, 

© \vherein the Apoſtle ſtiles not unele- 

ogantly the frail mortal body of man, ia #3 outs, 

the houſe of this Tent, or Scene, or Tabernacle; 

which may ſeem to be Mertaphorically taken, 
either from War, or the Stage. 

If from War, it expreſfles our life a warfare, 
andthat we- are in a flirting ambulatory conditi- 
on, everand anon mn danger ; engaging or expe» 
Eting to: be engaged by the: enemy, and our 
Fents are to'be removed when the bartel is 
done; and the Vietor is then rewarded. 

If from the Stage, (where the word | Scene] is 
ſtill uſed) itexpreſſes the whole world to be but 
a great Play, where ſome act the Prince, —_ 

e 


/ 


2 . The Beluver's groatt for Heaven. 


the Captain, ſome a Beggar, as they haye their 


ſeveral parts aſfſign'd to: them by the Maſter of 
the Drama. Therefore Epiftetus adviſeth warylbeou: 
x25, tO perſonate that which you have under- 
taken, and to act your part as well as you can, 
conſidering what critical ſpeftators and judges 
you have. But when the Comedy is done, the 
Scenes are removed; when the parts are acted, 


the properties muſt be pulled off, and all are . 


equal behind the Curtain. 

But poſhbly the Apoſtle may allude to the 
Jewiſh Tabernacle, that portable moving Tem- 
plein the Wilderneſs, oppoſite to that ſo firmly 
built at Jeruſalem: This was given for a time to 
the 1ſraelites, but afterwards was to be chang'd, 
and that from a houle of skins, to a ſumptuous 
Cedar building. Thus St. Peter ſays, that he 
muſt put off his 'Tabernacle, 2 Pet. 1.14. And 
God is ſaid to, dwell in 44, as,in his Tabernacle, 
2 Cor.. 6. 16... This expreſſes. our condition as 
Strangers and T rayellers ; :we, cannot ſtay, here: 
00g, for we have here no continuing (ity. Hence the 
Apolile infers, that we ought.co long fog a better, 
and more perfect Tabernacle, thax.is xo ſay, not 
of this building ; not a Manufacture; not earth- 
ly, ngt to be difloly'd, not ov, but mini | an 


houſe not todiverc, but dwell, in, [-ptexmaly.in the. 


heavens. | For 


I Y |; WOOL Sree. 


; The Behever's groan. for Heaven: 3 


For in this (ſays he) we groan, That is in this 
earthly Tabernacle we groan. Forasmuch as we 
are ſurrounded and oppreſſed with the miſeries 
and aifliftions of this preſent ſtate, and our hea- 
ven-born Souls are cloy'd and conſtring' d with 
theſe earthly bodies, and the infirmities of all 
ſorts that attend them ; therefore in the interim 
we groan that we may be diſſolved: which is St. Paul's 
with that had a plerophory of a betcer ſtate. 

We groan, It implies ſomething he would be 
from, 7. e. the burden he labours under : And 
ſomething he would be at, i. e. an heavenly 
Manſion, an heavenly body. ' 

In the words we may note theſe Two particu- 
lars. 

+. 4 Paul s Paſſion. 
2. The motive and object of that Paſſion. 
. His Paſſion, expreſsd here by two vehe- 
WE words, idturds EmTov ues, Fe. groan. earneſtly, 
defiring, which denotes a longing deſire; impa-' 
tient of delay. 
2. The motive and object of this deſire, ex- 


preſs'd here in a double Metaphor, denoungs che 


glory of the Reſurre&ion, - 
1. By | a houſe from beaven.'] 
2. In the manner of being poſed of it, 


Viz. by | being clothed: qo... 


s | 
— + 


\ 


4. The Believer's groan for Heaven. 

A complication of Metaphors taken from ſe- 
veral things is uſual in Scripture, and here carries 
on the fame ſenſe. 

1. From St. Paul's Paſſion expreſs'd in groan- 

ing, obſerve that, 

Our preſent ftate is a burden under which 

we groan. 

Fhat this prefent mortal ſtate ſhould be a 
burden, and this life fpent with fighing, as there's 
nothing more certain, fo. nothing is more duly 
{ſens'd by true Believer's : Let us enquire there- 
fore into the reaſons why ; and we fhail find that 

C Corporal 
it isa burden in reſpect mY and bevils 
irttua , 
x. Corporal evils, ſuch are theſe, viz. - 
1. Chaſtiſements from the hand of God. 
2. Injuries from the hands of Men. 
_ 3+ Painsand infirmities of the Body. 
1. Chaſtiſements and corre&ions from the: 


hand of God. Theſe are to fubdue our cor- | 


ruptions, to purge away our drofs, and take a- 
way our Tin: the end is good, and the deſign our 
benefit, though the means' be bitter, and che 
work unwelcome. "The Phyſick is from Hea- 
ven, yet 'tis ſharp and griping, and makes the 


heart to ake, the belly tremble, the lips ro qui- 


ver, and rottenneſsto-enter into the bones. The 
| mae : =—_ 
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The Believer's vyoan for Bleaven, 5 
hand of the moſt High is heavy, and turns the 
moiſture of man into the drought of Summer. 
Thus we are chaſtened of the Lord ; but it 1s 
that we may not be condemned with the world, 
2. Injuries that. we ſuſtain from the hand of 
men. For whilft we are in this world, it is 1m- 
poſlible bur that offences will come. ” Ad they 
that will live godly muſt expe&-to ſuffer from 
the men of the world. They ſhall have tribu- 
lation, they are killed all the Cn long, atid' are 
accounted as ſheep for the flanghter :* the rod of 
the wicked lying upori the lot of the righteous. 
'3- The pains of the body, and'the manifold 
Wan mn” and ſickneſſes thereof; theſe 
render this preſent mortal-ſtate a butden. ''- We 
are born to theſe troubles as the ſparks fly ' up- 
ward. Andas wegrow in years, fo indifeaſes; 
rhe older we are, the rote infirm : and. death is 
the belt Phyſitian that cates #s-0f al our mata- 
dies, which in our lives do ſofiiperabound.-For 
ipſa vita morbus eff, Aug. Therefore in the'in- 
rerim our prefent ſtate in reſpe& of wy nm 
ION; 


evils is a burden utdet Which we: gtvati. 07 
> 2.” Butithe burden''6t ſPiricnal'evits'3s" more 
diſquietizg and inſupportable: ſach ire thele, 
2. 'Theburden'of out eortupriotis,” 2 

B 2 2, Of 


w INOS 
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The Believers. groan for Heaven.” 
2. Of Satan's temptations. 
Of Deſertion upon the account of fin. 
"The burden of our cormuptions, which are 
cotremally heaving and fermenting within us ;; 
ever ftirring to bring forth fruit unto death. T'he 
fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit; and the law of 
the! members. warring, againſt the: law of the 
mind... This old: man-is; active, and unwearied 
in his work.” This makes Believer” s groan, and 
cry, Out; | wocis me'that I dwell in Meſech, and bave. 
my babitation.in the Tents, of Keder.]' And this bur- 
den.a man laboursunder all his ays: So that he 
only. that is dead, is free. from ſin, Ron. 6.7. 
This,made the Apoſtle ſo. grievouſly bemoan his: 
preſent Rate; Rom. $.124+«::0 wretched man that I 
am;; whin (þall- deliver me from this body' of death ?; It's 
fitly filed, a body of death, as well in reſpect of 
it's jy and ponilerouſteſs; AS. ob ir 'S loath- 
ſomenels.and. annoiance. - -, 

102: [The aflaults, and ariprations! of Sap 
whois, ever, buſie; going abour, ſeeking; whotn 
he may devour. ' Who. beſtirs himſelf with the 
urmolt giligence. t9-captivate; immortal Souls > 
His; Finngpings; and; buffettings,; -his;arts.and 
ſtratagems, his ſubrtjlties. and devices, -which as 
Sophiſter or Politician he uſes, to catch us in his 


ſnares, 5, 299 bring us. -mgq his. Net; theſe are 


The Believer's groan for Heaven, 7 
an heavy- burden to Belieyer's; and ſtir up in 
them, as the ſpirit of watchfalnels. againſt his 
encounters, ſo. groaning to be delivered from 
him. 

}. Deſertionsupon the account of {in; when 
God withdraws the light of his Countenance, 
and hides his face that we cannot ſee him. When 
the joy of the Lord, whichis the ſtrength of the 
Soul, 1s removed, and darkneſs, yea thick dark- 
neſs covers; then the Soul languiſheth under 
weakneſs, and does utter it's grief by groans in 
private. The ſpirit of man may ſupport his in- 
firmity, but this wounded ſpirit, who can bear? 
And thus the burden of ſpiritual evils does make 
believer's groan. 7 7s; 

2. From St. Paul's Paſſion expreſs'd in | de- 
firing. We | hs 
Obſerve that, : - br 037 
It 1s the property, natute and duty, of true 

_ Chriftians to-deſtre-to get rid of this bur- 

_ den by death. Ah MR 
. Death is omyubus fints, qultis remedinm, nonnullis 
votims Therefore :we find! death in Scripture 
ſpoken of, promiſed, and beftowed as a bleſling. 
All things -are.yours, faith che Apoſtle, x (or. 3-21. 
And 1n the: enumeration. of divers particulars 
there mentioned; death. is) xeckoned up/as my 
_—_ and. 
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and theirs, and theirs to advantape. - Solomon pre- 
fers it before the birth day. And St. Paul deſires 
to be diſſolved, as far better, Phil. 1. 23. And he 
groans and waits for the redemption of the body, 
Rom. 8. 23. and 1s willing to be abſent from the 
body, 2 Cor. 5.8. 
Though St. Paul be not ſo much a Standard as 
a Pattern to Chriſtians, being a Star of the firſt 
Magnitude, in reſpect of his high aſſurance, and 
reat meaſure of holineſs ; yet there is no Chri- 
Nlian, though he comes not nigh to the glory of 
this example, bur is bound to long for a better 
Rare, though he paſs thereto through the Valley 
of the ſhadow of death. For where there is a 
principal of grace, there will be imprinted a pro- 
nfity towards Heaven. *Tis the-nature of 
grace to abſtract a perſon from the world, and 
to produce a tediouſneſs in earthly things ; and 
to engrave 4 new bias in the Soul, whereby it 
is carried towards Heaven as its center-and -— Ao 
of reſt : Devotio eſt motus mentis in deum, Where 
there is a work of grace, there the Soul follows 
hard after God, an lohigs to'appear before him, 
and would break through all obftraction, and 
endeavours the removing of all impediments thar 
lie in its way. ' Tis the nature of love, that it 
cannot bur Jef e enjoyment; and the more fer- 
| vent 


WO : 
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ventand true it is, the more it breaths after a-full 
enjoyment of its Obje&: Where the treaſure ts, 
there will the heart be alſo.- Thus the love of Chriſt 
{ſhed abroad in the Soul has a conſtraining ver- 
rue in it, and ftirs up in true Chriſtians a defire 

to die. 
Burt here in reference to this point thereare 
ſome particulars to be conſidered, as that 

1. Thisdefire of death 1s Spiritual, and not 
Nacural ; not for its own ſake, but the advan- 
tages and conſequences of it : asit is an. out-let 
from fin, and an.in-let into happineſs. Nay na- 
ture cannot but abhor a diffolution, the principal 
whereof is ſelt-prefervation. Thus lays our bleſ- 
ſed- Saviour, | let this cup paſs from me, which 
= upon other thoughts he preſently corrects 

y 2 free ſubmiſſion to his Fathers will, [ never- 
theleſs not my will, but thine be done.” His fuffer- 
ings as the School-men ſay, were againſt his vo- 
luntatem ſenſualitatis, by which we deſire lite, and 
avoid that which is ſad and painful; but not a- 
gainft his voluntatem rationdlitatis.. 

2. This defire to die: muſt be without impa- 
tience and peeviſhnels, as Elijah when he: was 
perſecuted, then, O Lord, take away my life, for 1 
am no better then my Fathers. And Jonah whenthe 
Gourdfailedhim, and he fainted; then he wiſh'd 


1 


10 * The Believer's groan for Heaven. 
in hinaſelf to die. As many do when the world 
frowns on them, and their enjoyments are im- 
bitter'd to them, when . their hopes are diſap- 
pointed, and their humours croſs'd, then diſcon- 
rent ſeizeth their ſpirics, and they would go off 
in a pet, and paſs out of the world in a paſſion, 
as weary of: Gods work, in either doing or en- 
during what he calls them to. This perverſe 


remper the very Heathens did explode, ſays Se-. 


neca, Ridiculum eſt ad mortem currere tedio vite. 
But now the true Chriſtian deſire much be with 
ſubmiſſion to the Divine Will and Wiſdom : we 
are not to ſtir from our Sentinel, nor quit our 
ſation, till we have our Paſs-port and furloe 
from the General. We muſt wait God's leaſure 
as to our going off, There are many things we 
may deſire to have done, which we muſt not do 
our ſelves. We muſt not procure or haſten our 
own death, not break the Priſon, bur ſtay for a 
legal releaſe: Say, i -is the Lord, let him do what 
ſeems good unto him. 


3. This true Chriſtian defire to die may be- 


conſiſtent with ſome kind of lothneſs to change. 
For there are ſeveral degrees of grace, and 
ſtrength, and all men are nor equally prepar'd 
for, nor fortified againſt the King of terrours. For 

1. Men may deſire God to delay their deaths, 


chat 


bf 
7 
- 
Z 
b: 
F 
4 1 
$ 
[Oe 
; 
35s 
; 
L 
&' 
& 
*, 
£ 
ic! 


00 RA IE, {OST INN, "2500 Eo IG 


The, Believer's groan for Heaven. IT 


| that they. may. be further ſerviceable to the 


Church. That was David's deſign in his Prayer, 
to be. ſpair'd. a, while, till. he had ſhew'd Gods ſtrength 
to that generation; did his power to them that were to 
come, Pfal. 71; 18. Thelike was St, Paul's caſe, 
which put-bim ni a-ſtrait; Phil;13., 23, 2:45: »For 7 
am-in 4; ſtrait” betwixt- tho, having a:defire to depart, 
and to be with Chriſt, whichis far better : nevertheleſs, 
to abide-in the fleſh; is more needful for you : And ha- 
ving + this Cconfigence. I know: that 4 oſhas abide, _ Lon= 
tinue With Jou all: vi 

But men muſt by cr; in die _ TY 
derating this deſire, leſt they flatter themfelves, 
out of. an ovyer- love. to this-preſenc life, that.th 
are more neceſſary for theiService of their Gene- 
ration than indeed they are. 

2. This Chriſtian deſire to die may bi cond1- 
ſtant with ſome lothneſs to change, and that for 
fear of choſe things that lie betwixr us and the 
_— world : ” Hon 
' 1. A ſeparation by dearth, the Sr be- 
_ ſoul and body, the parting of thoſe ſoold 
and cloſe: companions. - Nature ſhrinks at.itzand 
St. Paul is not willing: ſo ro be unclothed, asto 
be found naked. 

2. There is alſo in death a diffolacion and 
corruption of the body, aurning. it into duſt, .be+ 

C coming 


rwz The Brliover's whoa for Blraven. 


_ comiog vilt and toathſom; the mear of Worms. 


This body ſown anicaoruptint; and diſhonur; 1'Oor: 
£33:49\, This ſtrtkesnarure with a kind of dread, 
which: good men cannor; wholly put-off, "1 

\'32-'Fhe dreadfuinels of the laſt” Judgment ; 
apptoachings before - the” infinite ' greatneſs and 
Majelty of tharGod; from whoſe face Heaven 
and Earth fled away: who is Inexorable in his 
Juſtice, Irreſrſtible' in his Power, and Intoller- 
able'in his'Wrath : *This-may make one ſay 
with David, My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, 
and Tam: afruid of nar This may make 


defire time to gain betteraſſurance of their 


| Rate, which is ow = 5k and-attained by 


degrees: 'Thereforeliteis a precious-mercy, not 
ſo much for what we enjoy here, 'as for that a 
bleſſed eternity, -and the aflurance thereof de- 
pends upon-itz and he that will find a treaſure 


m Heavenhereafter, muſtbe careful ro lay itup 


here, and give diligence to make his calling and eleFion 

. And hence it is, that men when they are 
valited with ſickneſs may pray for recovery ; and 
areto'uſe the means appointed in order to the 
obtainmenr-of ir. They are allo to pray for o- 
thers in their ſickneſs, and to make Sackcloth 
thee clothing, and to humble their ſouls with faſting, 
Pal. 35. + And further ds are to <4 


ks. 
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The Believer? 5 2dan for Bravhi. ty 
thanks for fuch recoveries asa great mercy, and 
value the time ſo granted, and improve it asa 
choice and ſignal Mleffing, , thac mult ſtrictly be 
accounted Fug He __ does thus) loves Hea- 
ven better than Earth; and this preſent life only 
in order to that which is to come, | | 

But 3dly. - Thereig a lothneſfs to die; which | 
is anevil diſeaſe, and. may be truly fildiAnti- 
chriſtian ; which proceeds from men's mmordi- 
nate affecting their preſent ſtate; when men ſic 
not looſe. from: ithe world, but their hearty-are 
glew'd to it, that: they cannot 'paze with it : 
When they love the things in this world better 
than the things of Jeſus Chriſt; and prefortheir 
luſts. before rheir Saviour; and would rather 
feed upon: husks with Swine, than'the bread of 
life in their Fathers Houſe. Thele are ſtruct 
dead with the very thoughes of death; and their 
heart like Nabal's becomes'cgld: as& ſtone, upon 
the violent darting'in of an-unacceprable appre- 
henſion of their latter end. Thus Adian the Em- 
perour breaths out, when ready to die: 


=_s vagula, blandula, . 
np hoſt efqne cprporks,” 

bra nudula, rigida, | 

Net ut foles dabis _ e. 

2 This 


Wy 9 ets Bo rr AY > 2 ee AE In" 
c—_ = ra YA oe 


M4 The. Belevnr's great: i Heaven. 


- This:evil frame-of heart js dangerous and de-- 
Gratdive So: Bets Sirach, 0 death, how Hitter is:the 


remenibrant of. thee, 8c, - When lenquienda eſt-tellus, 
& domus, e& placens uxbr, abhe ſairh; bes: Junt que: 


fattunt- iRvitos mori. 


And thus much for the Groves outienteal inthe 
Text; viz, the vehemency. of St. Paul's Paſon, 
expreſs din [groaning earneſHy, and deſiring. | 

[ come-now to the latter particular, viz; the: 
Motive and'Object of this deſire, (for death is de- 
ſirable but accidencally/and indiredly) and this 
Is; expteſs 'd- in _a-double; Metaphor , in. theſe 
words, 'Viz- [clothed pon with an  boufe which is from 
heaven. wh | 
i, Glothes are for 2 covering, an-ornament, de- 
fenke, aidiſtintion : and-ſuch is the glory of the 
furute State, |; 

| For.clothed wipon fi 6 anifies not any clarhing i itt 
chis life ; as putting on; Chriſt, and the Robes of 
his Righteouſneſs, or the putting on the New- 
man, - or the'Wedding-garment, or the like : bur 
a Veſture of* | 4 which the- followers 
of the Lamb are clothed. with, ftil'd White 
Raiment, and fine Linnen white and clean, Rev. 3.5. 
and 19. 14. to denote. their Joy, cheir Dignity, 
and their Triumph. - 

"þ - ar Secondh, does it mean any clothing be- 
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The:Believer's groan for : Heaven. 15 
fore the Reſurrection ; but then either the ſoul 
with a body, orthat body with glorious Endow- 
ments. | The Apoſtle diftinguiſherh between be- 
ing naked, and being clothed, and being clothed. 
upon ; which the word imwwao, in the Text 
does intimate and offer tous. | 
3. Neither thirdly does this | clothing or | 
neceſſarily imply death , but a change , whic 
ſhall be the condition of thoſe that are found a- 
live at the day of Judgment, and ſecond Coming 
of the Son of Man. 1 T he. 4. 17. 1 Cor. 15. 51. 
This day the Apoſtle look'd upon as near at 
hand, and did ſuppole it might come in his time : 
how much more may we expeCct- it every mo- 
ment ; Surely the night is far ſpent , and the day is at 
hand , therefore let us wait earneſtly till our change 
come. This of clothing is the former Metaphor. 
[The other. Metaphor is { the Houſe from -hea- 
ven | denoting the glory of. the: Reſurrection : 
the ſtability and permanency whereof is hinced, 
in that it is called an houſe; and the ſublimiry, 
and ſpirituality of that glorious condition. is. ex- 
preſſed; in thar its {aid to. be from heaven,.'Only 
here; muſt be thrown off two heretical Expioks 
tions , that would fondly be put upon. theſe 
words. "£1343 Db | | 
+. L 'Of the Socinians; that ſuppoſe. the Soul ta 
HEL ſleep: 


16 The Believer's groan for Heaven. 
fleep rill the Reſurrection , and then ta have a 
new heavenly body. fitted for it; which con- 
| fumes and ſwallows up the old mortal body. ; 
'F And this they would have to be the | boufe from | 
uf | heaven. | " 2b 
l Rl of thoſe that would raiſe upon theſe 
i words the Platonick Yehicles: As if this houſe 
Mil | were the Atherial Vehicle, to which the Souls : 
|| of the juſt are to be adyanced, whichis all the | 
| body delign'd for them at the Reſurrection. For : 
they. make. three: ſorrs of theſe Vehicles, viz. : 


Trreftrial, Aeriat, and /Erherial. - The Terre- : 
il ftrial, fay they, is that into which Souls are ; 
ll | chruſt, as into a Priſon for miſdemeanours in a 
former world , and this is their earthly Vehicle. 
\1i Then thoſe chat have done well, and ſquared 
T8 their a&tions according to the meet rule of jus 
it /* ice, theſe have an Aerial Vehicle. But thirdly, 
Hh thoſe. chat chave abounded in well-doing., and 
by living up to the height of vertue, have raiſed 
themſelves, and arrive at Heaven, thele are ad- 
T08  vancedtothe Atherial Vehicle ; the Terreſtrial, 
Fl | like the Prophers Mantle, dropping from them 
ng in cheir aſſencchither. And they ſuppoſe this 
a0 of Scripture clinks to their thinking : as all He- 
reticksdo coin notions, and then ſtretch and wreſt 


Wt - che holy Scriptures to give them countonance. 
| They 


The Beljavir's groant for Heaven. | "Ip 
They rurn the ſacred Sctiptires inco Philoſo- 
phical burleſque, and apply them to the ground- 
leſs fancies, and vain ſuperſtitions of a fabulous 
Philoſopher. Beware of ſuch corrupters of the 
Divine truth, who bring in damnable doctrines, 
chat are incompatible with the Chriftian Sy- 
ſteme , - and deny the great Articles of our Be-. 
lief; as the Reſurre&ion of the dead, the Mi- 
ſery of Mankind by nature, the Incarnation of 
Chriſt, the Covenant of Grace, and Life everla- 
King, and the like,” which-were ſo highly con- 
rended for againſt the wit and malice of che Hea- 
then ; and the errors of thoſe that held contrarily 
thereto were accordingly-condemn'd in the five 
general Councils. Beware of thoſe, they are 
Original errors, and in that the more dangerous, 
and of evil conſequence, by how much the more 
ancient. 
Now for the correfting of theſe and man 
ſuch groſs conceits, we muſt nor think that Al- 
legories run on four feet ; nor muſt Metaphors 
be driven from their borrowed to their natural 
Senſes. | FH | 

We ſhall therefore hete endeavour to ſhew 
two things. 

Firſt, That by | being clothed upon] the Apoſtle 
means the retaining -of the ſame body at the Re- 
: lurrection . 
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- Can houſe from heaven. 
bod 
For he ſays that he wou 


ſurre&tion, not any new, not any-other body. 
Secondly, Whar that is that makes this body 
x. It is the ſame that is Clothed upon: 

[4 not be found naked, 

bur have 72 9m7wv-{wallowed up of. life ; that is, 


that mortal ſhould: put on immortality. Now 


there is no. abolition, nor tranſubſtantiation, the 
lame remains, bur altered in quality,like Chriſt's 


body at- the 'Transfiguration on the Mount ; 


which was. a. Preludium of the Reſurrection. 
So. mult our vile bodies be faſhioned according 
to that pattern, Phil. 3.21. andit isthis- mortal 


"that. muſt be ſo faſhioned. Thus Chriſt him- 


ſelf aroſe with the ſame body, to the: convicti- 
on of Thomas, with fleſh and bones and ſcares. 
The miraculous reſuſcitations of ſome in the 
Goſpel were perambulatory proofs of the Re- 
lurreftion :asat Chriſt's Paſſion many bodies of 
Saints which ſlept aroſe, and came out of their 
Graves, Mat. 27.52,53. And ſuchisthe deſcrip- 
tion of all that riſe ; they are ſaid to fleep inthe 
duſt, and to be in their Graves. The. Sea and 
the Grave muſt deliver up their dead, Rev. 20. 
13. and they refund but what was in their cu- 
ſtody. Nor can there be a ReſurreCtion unleſs 
the ſame body be reſtored 5 for. it is SevTeves. Ths 
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The Believer's groan for Heaven. 19 
mloujes zo, a quickning or ſetting up that which | 
1rſt fell : now. the ſpirit of man falls not , it 
70es upward; the ſoul dies not, *tis the body 
hat: dies. And that body that before was de- 
Iriv'd of life, and that has its particular indi- 
viduation and diſtinction from other bodies, e- 
/en that very body ſhall riſe again. Reſwrget 
caro, &* quidem ons, &* quidem ipfa, & quidem m- 
tegra. Bern. Canthe juſtice of God permit that 
theſe bodies, that luffered for him here, ſhould 
be rewarded in a Subſticute ? that theſe ſhould 
contend and be victors, and others carry away 
the Crown? Muſt they nor all appear before 
e Judgment Sear to receive the things done in 
the body, 2 (or.5. 10. It is the ſame mortal 
body that ſhall be quickned? Rom. $. 11. Death 
all gjveup it's dead, and that to be judged every man 
ccording to his works, Rev.20.13. Now thisis not 
to be underſtood of the ſoul, but of the body ; 
for it's the body that dies ; this death delivers 
np, which reunited with the ſoul does conſtitute 
and make the man, who is to be judged: and 
this extends to every individual perſon, for 
| Every man is to be jugged and that according, to 
their works, which are their own, and not the 
works of any other : and theſe works done in 
that very individual body. And thus it is evi- 
D ; dent 


a. 


; The Believer's groan for Heaven. 
dent that it is the very ſame body that is to be 
rais'd again, which is here expreſs'd by being 
| clothed upon. | 

2. What thats that makes this body | an houſe 
from beaven.} | 

Thar this mortal body is to be raiſed again 
from the dead we do believe : and that this 
mortal body {hall then be gloriouſly altered as 
to heavenly qualities and endowments is a truth 
which Believers are well 4atisfied in, Now 
wherein this glorious alteration ſtands, which 
makes this body an | houſe ou heaven; is to be 
enquired into. And this the Apoſtle gives in a 
tourfold Morphoſis, r Cor: 15. 42,43. 


t. This body is raiſed in incorruption. Here 


the body is liable to corruption, but when rai- 
{ed agam ſhall fee no corruption. Ic ſhall nor 
be obnoxious to fragility and breakings, to 
ſtench and diſeaſes, to putrifying fores, and cor- 
rupting aggrefſions preparing it to be meat for 


worms. It ſhall be freed from paſſion, not liable 


to feel, nor ſuffer under the ſenſe of ſuch evils, 


25 here it is burdened with. The Saints raiſed 


from the dead are as the Angels of God in hea- 


ven, they die no more, death is ſwallowed up 
in perfect victory to them. 


2. *Tis raiſed in glory. Here *tis a vile and 
inglorious 
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The Belever's #r0an for Heaven. BI 
inglorious bouy : but then it ſhall be gloriouſly 


faſhioned at the Reſurre&tion. As the face of 


Chriſt at his Transfiguration did ſhine as the 


Sun; and Moſes and Elizs did then appear in 
glory, arraied with beauty and Majeſty ; ſo the 


bodies of the Saints ſhall be full of glory. The 
Prophet Daniel does thus -exprels this change , 
laying, And they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright- 
neſs of the Firmament , and they that turn many to 
righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever , Dan. 
I2, : 

3. "Tis raiſed in power, not needing any of 
thoſe ſupports, that the body in this life does 
neceſſarily call for. Here the body would fail 
were It not ſupported , and from time to time 
prop'd up by the continued acceſſions of meat, 
and drink, and ſleep, and reſt. But there the 
body ſhall need none of theſe ſupplies , but be 
ever powerful and active to the performance of 
thoſe heavenly exerciſes and employments to 
which its appointed, without the help of theſe. 
This power wherein»the body is to be raiſed, 
and which the body is to be veſted wich, does 
imply its ſtrength for a&tion without weakneſs, 
and it's agility for exerciſe without dulneſs, and 
this by virtue of that power only, and that to 
all eternity, 
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2.2 Lhe Believer's groan for Heaven. 

4. Tis rais'd a —_—_ body. Here it is onely 
natural, there it ſhall be ſpiritual. The natura- 
lity of the body ſhall be changed into a ſpiritu- 
ality. - Now. this ſpiritual change: does import 
two things. | 

1. Thatthe bodies of the Saints ſhall be freed. 
from the dregs of the earth ;. no more of that 
groſs matter, of that lumpiſh leaven in them : 
they ſhall be ſpiritualiz'd and purified fromtheir 
earthly drols. | | 
2. The ſpirituality of the body does import 
the perfect ſubjeCtion of the. body to the ſpirit, 
without a luſt to the contrary, or the leaſt gain- 
ſaying motion : No ſenſual appetite, or unruly 
paſſion then begging and craving ſatisfaction; 
ar maintaining a Plea or Claim to that which 
the ſpirit diſallows. Then the body ſhall be 
wholly governed by the ſpirit, performing ſpi- 
ritual ations, employed in- ſpiritual ſervices, 
and inall things luited to the ſtate and conditi- 
on.of heaven ; which fleſh and blood cannot in- 
herit..* - 7 
And thus the body at. the reſurrection being 
made a ſpiritual body , does denote, not only 
the infirmity, but the corruption of our nature 
done away. 


And 
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And in theſe four reſpeCts chiefly it is thar 
- the body at the refurre&tion is ſtiled-[ an houſe 
from heaven. 

Thus we have gone through the latter par- 
ticular in the Text, viz. the motive and object 
of the Believer's defire to die. - Now: to cloſe 
up-all in a-word. | | 


Let us well conſider the many evils and mile- Tſe. 


ries we are liable to, and labour under whilſt we 
are here in this preſent world, as alſo the ever- 
laſting reſt and bleſſed eternity that is before us ; 
and then we ſhall ſee; how cogent the reaſons are 
for groaning in-this preſent ſtate. We ſhall groan 
to be ſet at liberty from the bonds of evil, and 
groan to come to the enjoyment of the adoption; 
to wit, the redemption of the body. Lerns long 
for heaven, for that is our Countrey, our better 
Countrey ; whilſt here, we are not at home ; 
bur ſtrangers, and ſojourners as in the wilder- 
neſs; O, let the: Canaan that is before us take up 
our thoughts , and invigorate our endeavours; 
ſo as the ſerious conſideration of the - certainty 
and {weetneſs of the end may facilicate the dit- 
ficulties of the way, and ſpirit us in our journey. 
In heaven 1s our Eſtate, there are-our Relations ; 
where we ſhall be void of ſorrow and pain, of 
luſt and fin, and. have :the bleſſed fruition of 

ge God . 
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- God and Chriſt in everlaſting peace and joy. 
Did David' ſo earneſtly long after the earthly 
Temple made with hands, [4 as his ſoul fainted 
for the Courts of the Lord ? Did he fo fervently 
delire communion with God there 2 How much 
more ſhould we breath after the heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem , to enjoy communion with the genera] 
Aſſembly and Church of che firſt-born, which 
are written in heaven; and with God the Judg 
of all, and with the ſpirits of jult men made 
perfect. We have renounced the world, and by 
.our baptiſmal yow 'bound our ſelves heaven- 
-wards : Qur friends are gone before us, and are 
there expeCting us, the goodly fellowſhip of the 
Prophets, the glorious Quire of the Apoſtles , 
the noble Army of Martyrs, the whole race of 
Believers : Let us make haft to them ; there is 
the beſt place, the beft condition, the beſt com- 
-pany. Therefore haſten your work, gird up the 
loins of your mind, :make full preparation for 
your journey : looſen your hearts from the things 
of this world, and the tediousdiftra&tions of con- 
cerns below : forget the things which are be- 
hind, and reach forth unto thoſe things which 
are before, and preſs toward the'mark, for the 
price of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Your fulland complete happineſs is before you, 
you 
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you cannot expect the enjoyment of it here, and. 
you are to paſs thereto through the gate of death : 
every one of. them, that appear before God in 
Sion do pals through the Valley of Baca. There- 
fore acquaint your ſelves with dearth in the nature - 
thereof, and ends thereof as to true Chriſtians ; 
that ſo the thoughts thereof may be fweetned to 
you, and by this means you may learn that great 
and needful lefſon of dying daily : which once 
throughly underſtood, and practically impro- 
ved, will not only make death leſs fearful, but 
truly deſirable, as being an inlet into your ever- 
laſting joy. Into-the which joy the Lord of his 
infinite mercy condudt us all. i: 


Thus I have done with my Text... 


Now give me leave to add a word or two-: 
as to the preſent occaſion, and I have done. 


It has pleaſed. Almighty God, the wiſe di- 
ſpenſer of all his providences (though many of 
them dark to us, yet all of them evident to, and 
ordered by his allſeeing and foreſeeing eye) by 
a {udden ftroak to make a ſad breach ina wor- 
thy Family, in taking away the chicf head there- 
of, a —_— of great worth and honour > an 

Ono-: 
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honorable extraction, of a generous. diſpoſition, 
and of a courteous, kind, .and affable temper. 
Whole high degree was ſo ſeaſoned with.an 
humble carriage towards all inferiours, as laid 
apon them a juſt obligation for true honour and 
ſervice. 

And that I may give-you no other Character 
of him but whart is juſt and due, and becom- 
ing this place. I may truly tell you , and your 
reftimony goes along with.me herein , that He 
was free and hoſpitable in the entertainment of 
his friends, and -moſt pleaſed with their kind 
and-cheerful viſits. His comportments at home 
and abroad were like himſelf, ever beſpeaking 
a generous and worthy mind ; and ſuitable to 
that eminency of intereſt and repute which up- 
.0n juſt accounts he held in his Country. - 
*T'was his great and deſerved commendations, 
that he was free from thoſe vices (though there 
is no man without Sin) which are the grand 
ſtains of true honour; I meane intemperance, 
debaucheries, revellings , diſſolute practifes, 
profligate courſes, and the like, with which theſe 
evil times, and daies of iniquity do fo much a- 
bound. | 

That he was a profeſs'd Proteſtant I need not 


tell you. , *Tis well known to thoſe that knew 
| him, 


Poe 
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him, how al and forward he wgs that way : 
And bis publick receiving the holy Sacrament ' 
of the Lord's Supper by my*miniſtration in this 
place, and in'this Congregation , according to 
the ulage of the Church of Pygtond; as you can 
teftifie, bears witnefs for him. 15 © 

'- He was a, perfon of many. moral virtues, and 
divine graces too, That exprefſion of his to a 
friend of his not long before he died, that God 


accepts of alittle grace if true and ſaving : and 


that none knew. what had paſſed berween God 
and his own'Soul in ſecret, argued more than 
an ordinary ſtamp of grace upon him : which 
might be evidenc'd in divers particulars , vere 


there time convenient for 'it. 


| He had ſome forethotights and preyious ap- 
prehenſions of his death approaching, or at leaft 
chat he ſhould not five long : which may be 
hence inferr'd; in that not long before the di- 
ſtemper ſeiz'd him, whereof he ſhortly died, 
and when he ſeem'd to be well in health as to 
his'bodily ſtate, yer then he diſcourſ'd of his 
death and latter end, as coming on; and of ſe- 
veral particulars, which he foreſaw would be 
mcident thereupon ; ( as repreſenting' that ftate 
co himſelf in his own thoughts by a previous 
Survey) 
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Survey) and ſo was a. proceeding to give divers ' 
directions and: monitions, which the love , his. 
dear relations: had .to. him , would not ſuffer .- 


them to hear uttered upon ſuch an occaſion. 


God ſometimes does preimprels the thoughts 


of his ſervants with apprehenſions of their lat- 
ter end approaching,, when there's little out- 


ward appearance for it : and yet then. it may. 


be near at hand. _ So that ſuch impreſſions are 


not to be paſſ'd by without their due re- 


marks. 


In a word, I may truly ſay that the Country 


has loſt a good Patriot ; the Gentry an eminent 


perſon in their number; the | poor Neigh- 


bourhood a conftant and charitable  Sup- 
porter ; Friends an, hoſpitable Receiver; .Kin- 
dred: an honourable. and reſpective Relation : 
Servants have loſt. a good Maſter, my elf a 
worthy Patron, Children, an indulgent, Father, 
an honourable . and vertuous Lady-a dear Con- 
fort. But though the loſs be great in. theſe re- 
ſpecs on earth, 'yet the gain is far. more exceed- 
ing and. weighty to him in Heaven: - Let the, 


. » 


_ conſideration” hereof quiet. our thoughts, ; an 
compole our ſpirits in ſetting the one. againſt 
| the other. | 


Now 
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Now to God the Father, God the Son , and 

God the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, but one 

everliving and only true God, be aſcribed and 

given, as meet and due is, all Power, Praiſe, 

Honor and Glory,Majeſty and Dominion hence- 
forth and for ever. Amen. : 


FINIS 


